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	Fox & Hound Restored in Lebanon
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Wednesday, October 12, 2005

After 21 months of painstak​ing restoration, the Fox & Hound Tavern at the Lebanon Hotel has opened. The circa-1820 stagecoach stop is one of the best-preserved—and smallest—among the score or so of 18th- and 19th-century inns still operating in the area.

Even after 30 years as a mod​ern restaurant, the site re​mained attractive. What the new ownership team has done is take something delightful to see, and make it joyous to see. No effort was spared in its restoration—even the many original fireplaces are once again operable.

Each room has been restored to be true to some part of its history. The small back room is a textbook early 19th-century tavern. The tinned ceiling in the main dining room is ab​solutely stunning. The mid-​sized dining room opposite the main is a Victorian drawing room, complete with damask-covered walls. The wrap​-around porch is magnificent. The courtyard offers country dining during fair weather.

The menu is as contempo​rary as the setting is antique, yet it remains true to the tav​ern's heritage. It can be charac​terized as an upscale road-house menu, part pub, part gourmet, in range offering such diversity as yellowfin tuna roll, jerk chicken, Thai-grilled shrimp, Belgian ale-roasted onion soup and  — guaranteed to wow you—blue cornmeal crusted goat-cheese chili rellenos. And that's only the appe​tizers.

Dinner entrees are moder​ately priced (mid-to-upper $20s), lunch entrees mid-teens, the must-have appetiz​ers (available lunch and din​ner) are $12 and less, as are lunchtime sandwiches. In all, it's a welcome addition to the Central Jersey dining scene — one that’s great on the eyes and great on the taste buds.

The Fox & Hound Tavern is open daily for lunch, diner and late-night pub grub. It’s at 69 Main St. in Lebanon Borough. Call (908) 437-1300
Fox and Hound Tavern, 69 Main St., Lebanon, (908) 437-1300, www.foxandhoundtavern.com
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