Design Awards Salute Tavern, 
Senior Housing
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There came trying times in 2005 dur​ing the renovation of the former Cokes-bury Inn, when George Owen, one of the four ownership partners, wanted to say "uncle."
"I came very close to saying 'let's tear it down,'" said Mr. Owen. He loves old buildings, and once convert​ed a former Jersey City funeral home into luxury condos, he said, but the combination of water, structural, plumbing and wiring fiascos in Lebanon nearly drove him to throw up his hands.
Luckily for him, the borough of Lebanon and historical architectural fans, the foursome stuck to it, and the former inn on Main Street was trans​formed into an architectural jewel and epicurean delight, now called the Fox and Hound Tavern.
The rehabilitation of the building brought the tavern back to its role as a "historic cultural gathering place mat renews a sense of community in the Victorian hamlet," said the Planning Board.
The tavern's rebirth was honored with one of four awards given at the 16th annual Hunterdon County Plan​ning Board planning and design awards dinner April 27 at Razberry's Banquet and Conference Center in Kingwood Township.
Municipal bodies, organizations and individuals were rewarded for plans and projects that respect good planning and encourage others to undertake quality projects.
Mr. Owen and partners Tom Stiner, Jeff Krol and George Donzella—all of whom live in Tewksbury Township — created the Pox and Hound Tavern by updating a site that was a stop on a stagecoach line in 1757. They got their hands dirty in the tear-down phase, but kept the post-and-beam ceilings, in​stalled new wiring and plumbing while saving the pressed tin ceiling and con​verted the back yard into an attractive garden with a water fountain and koi garden to create an outdoor dining spot.
"The restaurant has been a success since the day we opened," said Mr. Owen. "It's been doing really well." A key was hiring a top-notch chef inJonas Gold, who earned his mark in stints at the Pittstown Inn and Harvest Moon Inn in Ringoes.
The East Amwell Township Plan​ning Board and its professional con​sultants won the Hermia Lechner Award for their Sourland Mountain Master Plan as an example of planning efforts that promote the conservation and protection of natural resources in the largest contiguous forested region in central New Jersey. Assisting the board were planning consultants Ban-isch Associates, and hydrogeologists Demicco & Associates.
The Unity Bank's restoration of a former Central Railroad of New Jersey passenger terminal at Fulper Road and Main Street, Remington, was honored as a prime example of adapting a his​toric building into a functional modern-day bank, complete with metal teller windows that evoke a depot feeling. It won the Donald B. Jones Award for projects that contribute to the preserva​tion of the county's historical or rural heritage. Old photographs and post-curds were carefully analyzed and used to recreate the station's original appear​ance. During renovations the original decorative wooden ceiling was discov​ered and restored.
Hunterdon County Housing Corp. and Pennrose Properties were saluted for the 60-unit Herman E. Kapp senior citizen housing building on Church Street, Remington. The board said the building does not follow the traditional design for similar apartment complex​es of this size but "enhances the bor​ough with an architecturally harmo​nious facade and a design that places urban facilities and utilities out of view." The structure provides residents with a sheltered area for outdoor gath​ering and an extended patio. And extra care was given to the aesthetics of the facade, such as window shutters, trun​cated gables, watertable masonry and chimneys, on all sides of the structure.
Planning Board Chairman Kenneth Johnson said there were nominees that didn't meet the technical requirements of the program, and the board intends to look at the award categories and re​quirements before next year's program.
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